Mrs. Vander Wilt’s 
Kindergarten Handbook

2019-2020
(Everything you could ever want to know about our classroom)
L.B. WILLIAMS KINDERGARTEN

Monday –Friday -8:15-3:15
HOMEWORK


Kindergarten Homework is designed to support classroom learning in a fun way.  It is very important that you continue to read to your child every night.  The research is absolutely clear that children that are read to do better in school.  Later on, in the year when your child is ready, they will be bringing home a “Book in a Bag”.  The “Book in a Bag” provides your child with books that they can read.  This practice is important to improve their reading skills.  Please allow your child to read their book to you and then return it the next day.  Please encourage your child to point to the words to reinforce left to right motion.  Always mention the use of ‘picture clues’ to help with the reading.  Also, reinforce the beginning sounds of words.  This will be an enjoyable time listening to your child begin to read.

Throughout the year we may have other activities that need to be completed at home.  I usually allow more than one day to complete because I know how busy we can be.  Complete the homework as soon as possible and return it to school.  Homework can be a great way to spend time with your child. 

COMMUNICATION


Communication is very important.  We need to be a team to provide your child with the best education possible.  I will try to provide many ways for us to stay connected so you know what is going on in the classroom.  

Every Friday your child will bring home their “S.T.A.R. Folder.”  Inside this folder you will find a your child’s work, and important notices and notes from the office.  On the right side, you will find your child’s classroom work please review these items. On the left side, you will find the important notes from school or myself.  Some items may need to be sent back to school as soon as possible.  Please review those items and put them back in the same pocket if they need to be returned. When you have reviewed everything please return it to school on Monday.  Also, if you have any notes for me, lunch money, book orders, etc, please put them in this folder.  I will review them on Monday.  
I will be using Seesaw to send our newsletter, pictures, and share important reminders.  Seesaw will also be the place students share their learning and projects they have created on their Chromebooks.  Each child will have their own journal to which we will add photos, videos, drawings, and notes to share with you.  I will be sending home directions on how to sign up for Seesaw during Open House.  


Also, email has become another great way to communicate with me.  I check my email daily.  You can email me anytime you have a question or concern.  My email address is Dina.Vanderwilt@k12.sd.us.  Please whenever you have a concern or question, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

FIELD TRIPS


We will be taking a field trip to the Pumpkin Patch in October.  I will let you know the exact date.   If you would like to chaperone, please let me know.  

CLASS CELEBRATIONS


We have three class parties: Halloween, Christmas, and Valentine’s Day.  You may sign up to help with food and drinks for the party of your choice.  The sign up sheet will be posted at Open House.  If you miss it, please contact me to let me know that you are interested in contributing to our classroom celebrations.   
BIRTHDAYS

Birthdays are special occasions for young children. Birthdays can be celebrated by bringing a special treat for the class to be served during afternoon snack.  If your child’s birthday falls on a day when we are not in school, you can choose to celebrate a day early or a day late.  If your child has a summer birthday, please see me about scheduling a special day to celebrate.   You and your child can decide and then let me know which day you have chosen.  Some children like to pick their “half birthday.” 

Please DO NOT send birthday party invitations to school unless the entire class has been invited.  Although it may seem convenient to distribute invitations this way, it can result in hurt feelings for those not invited.
BOOK ORDERS

I will send home book orders with your child approximately every other month.  If you choose to order, please send a check, cash, or money order payable to Scholastic Book Clubs.   Please include the completed and signed order slip.  You will also have the opportunity to order online using a credit card.  I will be sending more information with our first book order.  Book orders are a great opportunity to purchase inexpensive, educational, and just plain fun books.

NOTES/MONEY

Any time you send a note or money to school, please enclose the note and /or money in an envelope with your child’s name and my name on the outside; this way, if the note happens to get lost on the way to school or on the bus, it can be easily and promptly returned to me.

SNACK

Kindergarteners will eat a snack in the afternoon after their last recess. I am asking that each student bring a box of crackers/cookies each month.  In the past, parents have brought graham crackers, cheese crackers, bags/boxes of cereal, cookies, etc.  
P.E.

 
We have P.E. on Wednesday and Friday.  Please remind your students to wear their tennis shoes on those days.  
Music
 
We have Music on Wednesday and Friday.  
Art


We have Art on Tuesday.
Library 


We will have library on Monday. The students will be allowed to check out one book.  Please have them return the book every Monday.  If your child does not return the book each Monday, they will not be able to check out another book until it is returned.  

Rest Time

Kindergarten classes have a 30-minute rest time each day until I feel that the children no longer require a nap/rest or at Christmas Break.  Please send a beach towel for your child use doing rest time.  This towel will be sent home several times throughout the year to be washed. I realize that a beach towel is not ideal but I do not have a place to store mats, pillows or blankets.  Sorry for the inconvenience.
CHANGES IN TRANSPORTATION


If your child will be picked up by someone not on your transportation list you must send a written note or leave a message in the office to be given to me. You can also text me.  Do not rely on your child to tell me this information, because children often become confused and relay messages incorrectly.  If I do not receive a note, your child will be sent home by his/her usual method of transportation. 

CLASS ARRIVAL


When the students arrive at school before 8:00, students will need to wait in the commons.  At 8:00 the students will be sent outside to play.  The students will play on the west side of the playground.  When the bell rings at 8:15, the students will line up at the south doors (main doors in the front) of the school.  On the first day there will be a star on the pavement where your child needs to line up.  
CLASS DISMISSAL


School dismisses at 3:15.   We will be exiting the building at the south doors (main doors in the front).  They will not be allowed to play on the equipment or playground without parent supervision.  They need to go directly home or wait patiently for you.  There is always a teacher on duty supervising to make sure students get to their designated places.  If you are late, students will be taken inside to wait by the office after 3:25. 

DRESSING FOR THE WEATHER


Please check the weather forecast each day so you can make sure your child will have the appropriate attire for that day.  In the winter your child will need boots, hat, mittens, and a warm coat.  The children will not be going outside in the rain or when the temperature is below 0 that includes the wind chill.


In the spring it is very important that you remember that in South Dakota the weather can change quickly.  Make sure your child brings an appropriate coat for cold and warm days.  
STUDENT PROGRESS


I will be monitoring student progress daily, either by checklists, observations, oral tests and daily work.  Daily work will be marked as follows:

(=Satisfactory (Doing what is expected)
(=Needs Improvement (I know you can do it better)

(=Unsatisfactory (Improvement is required)

